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Reidsville Receives Accolades
	With the rise of various websites across the country, municipalities are finding themselves the focus of more rankings based on criteria, such as “best place to live” or “best city in the state for first-time homebuyers”.
	The City of Reidsville has received several favorable distinctions in recent years. In 2014, CreditDonkey ranked Reidsville as #10 on its “Best Cities to Live in North Carolina” list. The web site focused in on five factors: odds of being a victim of a violent crime, commute time, income, residents who attended some college and restaurants per capita.
	More recently, the consumer advocacy site NerdWallet gave the City of Reidsville high marks for first-time homebuyers and start-up businesses. In May of this year, the website listed the city as #9 of “Best Places to Open a Business in North Carolina.” This was based on Census data which included the health of the local economy, the median annual income, median annual housing costs and the unemployment rate. In July, NerdWallet also identified Reidsville as the 11th best city in North Carolina for first-time homebuyers. In the analysis for first-time homebuyers, the website looked at home value appreciation, housing costs and prosperity and safety among the 146 cities considered.
	SmartAsset, a financial technology company, ranked Reidsville #8 in North Carolina for cities offering the most recreational and social opportunities for retirees. The factors SmartAsset looked at were the number of recreation centers and retirement centers available to seniors as well as what percentage of the city’s population they represent, along with the taxes and doctors’ offices per 1,000 people. No doubt Reidsville’s “Center of Excellence” designation for its Senior Center, along with its current construction of a new Senior Center with an adult daycare wing, helped show the city’s commitment to its older population.
	Among 1,557 ranked cites and 4,264 that were graded, Reidsville placed 31st in Niche’s top towns to raise a family. The company, which specializes in ranking and reviewing schools, colleges, cities and neighborhoods, based its assessment on a variety of factors, from crime & safety to education to access to libraries, grocery stores, daycares, etc.
	The City of Reidsville isn’t the only one to make the grade. Local restaurants, such as The Celtic Fringe and Pete’s Burgers & More, have been lauded recently. The Celtic Fringe was voted the Best Restaurant in Rockingham County in 2015 by the Charleston Food Bloggers website. Pete’s came in at #10 on the Top 10 Burger Joints in North Carolina this past May. Short Sugars restaurant has been touted many times over the years for its barbeque. Reidsville’s homegrown shoe store, Strader’s  in the Pennrose Mall, was featured in the July 2015 edition of Our State magazine as an old-fashioned “actual” shoe store. Other Reidsville businesses highlighted in Our State include local entrepreneur Jennifer Watlington’s company Jenn-Gwynn, which was featured for its veteran greeting cards in the October 2013 edition.  Our State’s August 2015 edition highlighted the Rockingham Theater Group, and the modern upgrades they have made, while also preserving their locations’ historical characteristics. Annie Penn Hospital is also an award-winning facility, winning Press Ganey’s Guardian of Excellence Award for the past three years and being designated a Top Hospital by The Leapfrog Group, among other recognitions.
            As Reidsville officials noted in the City’s All-America Award presentation in 2008, our city is far from perfect but what sets us apart is the kindness and caring exhibited by our residents. That’s why our small community supports such worthwhile efforts as the Reidsville Outreach Center, the Soup Kitchen, the Teen Center and more. 
We are also home to a well-known sculptor, body artists, musicians as well as a variety of unique businesses and shops. Our industrial park features international industries. Cities our size rarely have a lake, much less two with Lake Reidsville and Lake Hunt, or a downtown venue like Market Square.
[bookmark: _GoBack]But while we realize that for every favorable designation posted by one group, an equally unflattering picture could be painted by another website, overall, Reidsville is still a great place to “Live Simply. Think Big.”
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